To: Prosecutor General of the Russian Federation
Mr. Chajka Yury Yakovlevich,

15a Bolshaya Dmitrovka st., Moscow 125993

From: ____________________________________
Address: __________________________________

Application

As I came to know, in the middle of July a human rights defender from Rostov-on-Don, chairman of the regional division of the All-Russian Youth Public Charity Organization “Young Europe” – Konstantin Baranov has begun to receive threats from the strangers (in form of messages on his web-page in the social network VKontakte.ru and phone calls as well).
For several years Konstantin has been carrying out the monitoring of the manifestations of xenophobia and nationalism in the Rostov region, organized by the Moscow Helsinki Group jointly with the Youth Human Rights Movement. At present time he researches the situation with xenophobia among the young people of this region. Within the framework of the monitoring, on July 9th Konstantin sent a letter addressed to the office of the public prosecutor of the Rostov region with a request to check the work of the Rostov music club “Bass Bochka”, a place where the concerts of the extreme-right music bands regularly take place, and warn them about inadmissibility of carrying out extremist activity.
On July 15th one of the users of the social network VKontakte.ru published a message on his web-page in which he proclaimed Konstantin an “enemy of Russia and right business”. This message was addressed to “all the right activists of Rostov” and it contained his name, address of his web-page, cell-phone number and information about the request sent by Konstantin to the office of the public prosecutor of the Rostov region.
The nature of the threats and information on private web-pages of their authors give every reason to suppose that their authors adhere to extreme right views and the reason of threats is obtaining information about antifascist and human rights activity of Konstantin. After the publication about the situation at the web-site of the “SOVA” Center for Information and Analysis and other web-sites, on July 21st the representatives of the office of the public prosecutor of the Rostov region contacted Konstantin. They informed that the office of the public prosecutor was worried by the situation and they were sure it was impossible that the information leakage came from their office. Nevertheless they could not point out the other possible causes of everything that happened. It is well known that a widespread practice of the offices of public prosecutor is to demonstrate any received application to those against whom it is directed. It might lead to a disclosure of an applicant’s personal data, which is illegal and especially dangerous in the case the applicants are human rights defenders and anti-fascists.
According to clauses 2 and 3 of the Federal Law “On the public prosecution in the Russian Federation”: “public prosecutor and detective are not obliged to give any explanations about any cases and materials in their conduct, and also to give it to anybody for familiarization otherwise the cases provided by a Federal Law” and “no one has a right to disclose the materials of the checks conducted by public prosecution authorities before their completion. No one has a right to disclose the materials of the preliminary investigation conducted by public prosecution authorities before its completion without permission of the detective.” According to clause 1.8 of the “Instructions on procedure of examining appeals and appointments for citizens in the public prosecution system of the Russian Federation” approved by the order of Prosecutor General of the Russian Federation by 17.12.2007 №200: “while examining an appeal, it is not allowed to disclose any information which is contained in it and also any information about personal life of its applicant without his agreement”.
Besides, it should be noted that during the last period in Russia there are more and more occasions of threats happening which are addressed to human rights defenders and anti-fascists due to their professional activity. For example, from January 2009 it happened to the employees of the “SOVA” Center for Information and Analysis (Moscow) – Alexander Verkhovsky and Galina Kozhevnikova, from August 2008 – to the director of the Institute of Social Problems “United Europe” (Orel city) – Dmitry Krayukhin, from December 2008 – to the chairman of the “Memorial” human rights commission of the Komi Republic – Igor Sazhin and others. A possibility of personal data disclosure for human rights activist-applicants in cases with a manifestation of intolerance and neo-Nazism heightens the risk of such threats’ appearance. These threats might escalate into grave and gravest crimes (such as, for example, the murder of Nikolay Girenko in 2004 in St. Petersburg).
On the grounds of all above stated and followed by clause 1.9 “Instructions on procedure of examining appeals and appointments for citizens in the public prosecution system of the Russian Federation”, clauses 10, 27, 41.7 the Federal Law “On public prosecution in the Russian Federation”, we ask you:
1. To carry out prosecutor’s examination on the fact of the applicant’s personal data disclosure and to engage the guilty in disciplinary liability;
2. To reinforce control for security of personal data of any applicants, in particular indicated in requests coming from human rights activists and anti-fascists and related to the activity of the extreme right organizations and groups;
3. To organize an explanatory work on this subject for employees of the regional offices of public prosecutor;
4. To inform the applicant about the decisions taken within statutory time period.
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